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The Basis (sanad) of Ijma4. According to the majority
of the doctors, an ijmaf cannot be reached except upon
evidence, because to mention only one reason, in religious
matters, opinion without evidence is erroneous (khatd'),
" since evidence is what gets us to truth and without evi-
dence there would be no getting to it" Some said that the
ijmaf without authority, (i. e., one in which the constituent
opinions have not been based upon a shari'ah evidence) may
still be valid, because God would certainly lead His com-
munity to the right view, and because, if it were necessary
that the ijmaf should require authoritative justification,
there would be no longer any use for the ijmaf as an inde-
pendent evidence. The other side replies that this is not true,,
since the Prophet himself did not speak except through in-
spiration or by deduction from the divine revelations, and
that therefore it behooves the community that it should pre-
ferably speak on the basis of evidence. Furthermore, they
say, it is necessary that there should be evidence, since
opinion based on prejudice or conjecture is proper only to
heretics. Finally, they deny that there would no longer be
any use for ijmaf as an independent evidence, because, as
they point out, upon the reaching of an ijmaf further
controversy on the point is not allowed, since the ijmaf
establishes the point in a way that does not admit of
doubt. Consequently, the authority or evidence for the
opinions which make up an ijmaf may be a probable
evidence (dalil zawm) such as qiyas; or it may be an " in-
dividual " report; or it may be a positive evidence, such as a
verse of the Koran or a sunnah of the mutawdtir type.
The Zahirites, Shiites and certain of the Mu'tazilites have
claimed that the only valid basis for an ijmaf is positive
evidence.

The Transmission of Ijma*. This is subject to the same
rules as that of the sunnah.